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GENERAL GOVERNMENT CABINET 1 

Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors 2 

(Emergency Amendment) 3 

201 KAR 35:050E. Curriculum of study. 4 

RELATES TO: KRS 309.083(4), (8), 309.0841, 309.0842 5 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 309.0813(1), (5), (6), 309.083(4), 309.0831(4), 6 

309.0832(3), 309.0833(1) 7 

NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 309.083(4), 309.0831(4), 8 

309.0832(3), [and] 309.0833(1), 309.0841, 309.0842 require the Board of Alcohol and Drug 9 

Counselors to promulgate administrative regulations establishing curriculum requirements for 10 

applicants for a credential. This administrative regulation identifies the areas of study that will 11 

satisfy the requirement. 12 

Section 1. (1) Registration. An applicant seeking registration as an alcohol and drug peer 13 

support specialist shall: 14 

(a) Complete forty (40)[sixty (60)] classroom hours, which shall include: 15 

1. Sixteen (16) hours of interactive training in ethics of which eight (8) hours shall consist 16 

of face-to-face training; 17 

2. Three (3) hours of domestic violence training; 18 

3. Two (2) hours of training in the transmission, control, treatment, and prevention of the 19 

human immunodeficiency virus; 20 

4. Ten (10) hours of advocacy training; 21 
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5. Ten (10) hours of training in mentoring and education; and 1 

6. Ten (10) hours of training in recovery support; and 2 

(b) File with the board KBADC Form 5, Peer Support Specialist Alcohol/Drug Training 3 

Verification Form. 4 

(2) Certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I. (a) An applicant 5 

seeking certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I shall comply with the 6 

board-approved curriculum in KRS 309.0841; and  7 

(b) File with the board KBADC Form 20, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate 8 

I, Verification of Board-Approved Training.  9 

(3) Certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II. (a) An applicant 10 

seeking certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II shall comply with the 11 

board-approved curriculum requirements KRS 309.0842; and  12 

(b) File with the board a KBADC Form 22, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor 13 

Associate II Verification of Classroom Training. 14 

(4) Certification as an alcohol and drug counselor 15 

(a) An applicant seeking certification as an alcohol and drug counselor shall: 16 

1. Complete 300[270] classroom hours that are specifically related to the knowledge and 17 

skills necessary to perform the following alcohol and drug counselor competencies and shall 18 

include the following domains: 19 

a. Screening assessment and engagement[Understanding addiction]; 20 

b. Treatment planning, collaboration, and referral[Treatment knowledge]; 21 

c. Counseling[Application to practice]; and 22 

d. Professional and ethical responsibilities[Professional readiness; 23 
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e. Clinical evaluation; 1 

f. Treatment planning; 2 

g. Referral; 3 

h. Service coordination; 4 

i. Counseling; 5 

j. Client, family, and community education; 6 

k. Documentation; and 7 

l. Professional and ethical responsibilities]; and 8 

2. File with the board KBADC Form 10, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor 9 

Verification of Classroom Training. 10 

(b) A minimum of six (6) hours of the total 300[270] hours shall be interactive, face-to-11 

face ethics training relating to counseling. 12 

(c) Two (2) hours of the total 300[270] hours shall be specific to transmission, control, and 13 

treatment of the human immunodeficiency virus and other sexually transmitted diseases. 14 

(d) Three (3) hours of the total 300[270] hours shall be specific to domestic violence. 15 

(5)[(3)] Licensure. 16 

(a) An applicant seeking licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor or 17 

associate shall: 18 

1. Complete 180 classroom hours of curriculum that are specifically related to the 19 

knowledge and skills necessary to perform the following alcohol and drug counselor competencies 20 

and shall include the following domains: 21 

a. Screening assessment and engagement[Understanding addiction]; 22 

b. Treatment planning, collaboration, and referral[Treatment knowledge]; 23 
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c. Counseling[Application to practice]; and 1 

d. Professional and ethical responsibilities[Professional readiness; 2 

e. Clinical evaluation; 3 

f. Treatment planning; 4 

g. Referral; 5 

h. Service coordination; 6 

i. Counseling; 7 

j. Client, family, and community education; 8 

k. Documentation; and 9 

l. Professional and ethical responsibilities]; and 10 

2. File with the board KBADC Form 11, Verification of Classroom Training. 11 

(b) A minimum of six (6) hours of the total 180 hours shall be interactive, face-to-face 12 

ethics training relating to counseling. 13 

(c) Two (2) hours of the total 180 hours shall be specific to transmission, control, and 14 

treatment of the human immunodeficiency virus and other sexually transmitted diseases. 15 

(d) Three (3) hours of the total 180 hours shall be specific to domestic violence. 16 

Section 2. (1) Attendance at conferences, workshops, seminars, or in-service training 17 

related to addictions shall be acceptable to meet the requirements of Section 1 of this administrative 18 

regulation if the board determines that the activity: 19 

(a) Is an organized program of learning; 20 

(b) Covers an area listed in Section 1 of this administrative regulation; and 21 

(c) Is conducted by a competent instructor, as documented by appropriate academic 22 

training, professional licensure or certification, or professionally recognized experience. 23 
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(2) One (1) semester hour of study from an accredited college or university credit shall 1 

equal fifteen (15) classroom hours. 2 

(3) Publication on a subject relevant to addictions therapy may be submitted to the board. 3 

Credit shall be granted as established in this subsection. 4 

(a) A chapter in a book shall be equivalent to ten (10) classroom hours. 5 

(b) 1. Authoring or editing a book relevant to addictions therapy shall be given credit 6 

equivalent to thirty (30) classroom hours. 7 

2. An applicant shall submit a copy of the title page, table of contents, and bibliography. 8 

(c) 1. Publication in a professional refereed journal shall be equivalent to fifteen (15) 9 

classroom hours. 10 

2. An applicant shall submit the journal table of contents and a copy of the article as it 11 

appeared in the journal including bibliography. 12 

Section 3. (1) A list of courses the applicant wishes to have considered shall be organized 13 

by domains[core area] as established in Section 1 of this administrative regulation and shall include 14 

documentation to verify that the course satisfies the requirements of that section. 15 

(2) Appropriate documentation of the course shall include: 16 

(a) Date; 17 

(b) Title; 18 

(c) Description; 19 

(d) Sponsoring organization; 20 

(e) Presenter and presenter’s credentials; 21 

(f) Number of contact hours attended; and 22 

(g) Certificates of attendance or transcript. 23 
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Section 4. Incorporation by Reference. (1) The following material is incorporated by 1 

reference: 2 

(a) “KBADC Form 5, Peer Support Specialist Alcohol/Drug Training Verification Form”, 3 

March 2021[March 2017]; 4 

(b) “KBADC Form 10, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor Verification of Classroom 5 

Training”, March 2021[June 2015]; and 6 

(c) “KBADC Form 11, Verification of Classroom Training”, March 2021[June 2015]. 7 

(d) “KBADC Form 20, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate I, Verification of 8 

Board-Approved Training”, March 2021;  9 

(e) “KBADC Form 21, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate I, Verification of 10 

Board-Approved Training for First Twelve (12) Months After Initial Certification as Associate I”; 11 

March 2021; 12 

(f) “KBADC Form 22, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor Associate II Verification of 13 

Board-Approved Curriculum”, March 2021.   14 

(2) This material may be inspected, copied, or obtained, subject to applicable copyright 15 

law, at the Kentucky Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors, 500 Mero St, 2 SC 32[911 Leawood 16 

Drive], Frankfort, Kentucky, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The board’s Web site 17 

address is: https://adc.ky.gov. 18 
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201 KAR 35:050E 
READ AND APPROVED: 
  

  

  

 February 25, 2021 
 

Tim Cesario 
Chair, Kentucky Board of Alcohol and Drug 
Counselors 

 
               Date                

  



 8 

PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

A public hearing on this administrative regulation shall be held at 9:00 AM on April 26, 2021 at 
500 Mero Street, 127CW, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601. In the event the building is not open to the 
public on April 26, 2021, including if the declared State of Emergency in Executive Order 2020-
215 and the State of Emergency Relating to Social Distancing in Executive Order 2020-243 are 
not rescinded by April 26, 2021, this hearing will be held by video teleconference, in which event 
members of the public wishing to attend may utilize the following link: 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83379565231?pwd=VUF1MThJYTZnbnA1WmxMZEt0RCtyZz09  
    Password: 930689 
 
Or Telephone: 
    Dial: 
    USA 713 353 0212 
    USA 8888227517 (US Toll Free) 
    Conference code: 995892 
 
Individuals interested in being heard at this hearing shall notify this agency in writing by five 
workdays prior to the hearing, of their intent to attend. If no notification of intent to attend the 
hearing is received by that date, the hearing may be canceled. This hearing is open to the public. 
Any person who wishes to be heard will be given an opportunity to comment on the proposed 
administrative regulation. A transcript of the public hearing will not be made unless a written 
request for a transcript is made. If you do not wish to be heard at the public hearing, you may 
submit written comments on the proposed administrative regulation. Written comments shall be 
accepted through 11:59 PM on April 30, 2021. Send written notification of intent to be heard at 
the public hearing or written comments on the proposed administrative regulation to the contact 
person below. 
 
Contact Person: Kevin R. Winstead 
Title: Commissioner, Department of Professional Licensing 
Address: 500 Mero Street, 237CW, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
Phone: +1 (502) 782-0562 
Fax: +1 (502) 564-4818 
Email: KevinR.Winstead@ky.gov 
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REGULATORY IMPACT ANALYSIS AND TIERING STATEMENT 

Regulation: 201 KAR 35:050E 
Contact Person: Kevin R. Winstead 
Phone: +1 (502) 782-0562 
Email: KevinR.Winstead@ky.gov 
 
(1)         Provide a brief summary of:   
 
(a)         What this administrative regulation does:  This administrative regulation establishes the 
required education for a credential holder. 
 
(b)         The necessity of this administrative regulation:  The administrative regulation is necessary 
under: (1) KRS 309.083(4) (effective March 1, 2021), which requires applicants for certification 
as an alcohol and drug counselor to meet all education requirements of the International 
Certification and Reciprocity Consortium for the Alcohol and Drug Counselors (ADC); (2) KRS 
309.0831(4) (effective March 1, 2021), which requires an applicant for registration as an alcohol 
and drug peer support specialist to have completed at least forty (40) classroom hours of board-
approved curriculum; (3) KRS 309.0832(3) (effective March 1, 2021), which requires an applicant 
for licensure as a licensed alcohol and drug counselor to meet all education requirements of the 
International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium for the Advanced Alcohol and Drug 
Counselor (AADC); (4) KRS 309.0833(1)(b) (effective March 1, 2021), which requires an 
applicant for licensure as a licensed alcohol and drug counselor associate to meet all education 
requirements of the International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium for the Advanced 
Alcohol and Drug Counselor (AADC); (5) KRS 309.0841(1)(c), which requires an applicant for 
certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I to have completed forty (40) 
classroom hours of board-approved curriculum; and (6) KRS 309.0842(3), which requires an 
applicant for certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II to have seventy 
(70) hours of approved classroom hours of board-approved curriculum.  
 
(c)         How this administrative regulation conforms to the content of the authorizing 
statutes:  The regulation is in conformity as the authorizing statute gives the board the ability to 
promulgate regulations regarding the requirements for education for a credential holder. 
 
(d)         How this administrative regulation currently assists or will assist in the effective 
administration of the statutes: This regulation will assist in establishing the educational 
requirements of a credential holder. 
 
(2)         If this is an amendment to an existing administrative regulation, provide a brief summary 
of:   
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(a)         How the amendment will change this existing administrative regulation:  The amendment 
will change the existing administrative regulation in eight (8) ways: (1) reducing the number of 
hours from sixty (60) to forty (40) for an applicant seeking registration as an alcohol and drug peer 
support specialist; (2) requiring applicants for certification as a certified alcohol and drug 
counselor associate I to comply with the board-approved curriculum requirements of KRS 
309.0841; (3) requiring applicants for certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor 
associate I to file a Form 19 to verify training; (4) requiring applicants for certification as a certified 
alcohol and drug counselor associate II to comply with the board-approved curriculum 
requirements of KRS 309.0842; (5) increasing the number of classroom hours for a certified 
alcohol and drug counselor from 270 to 300 to conform with the requirements of the International 
Certification and Reciprocity Consortium; (6) changing the twelve (12) core functions to four (4) 
domains for certified alcohol and drug counselor, licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors 
and associates; (7) adding new forms to the materials incorporated by reference; and (8) adding 
the board’s Web site address.  
 
(b)         The necessity of the amendment to this administrative regulation:   The amendments are 
necessary to establish a required education for a credential holder with a registration or license 
issued by the board. 
 
(c)         How the amendment conforms to the content of the authorizing statutes:  The regulation 
is in conformity as the authorizing statute gives the board the ability to promulgate regulations 
regarding the requirements for education for a credential holder. 
 
(d)         How the amendment will assist in the effective administration of the statutes: The 
amendment will assist in establishing an education requirement for all credential holders. 
 
(3)         List the type and number of individuals, businesses, organizations, or state and local 
governments affected by this administrative regulation:  The board is unable to determine the exact 
number of persons who would be impacted by this regulation since the applications vary from 
month to month. Future applicants and persons credentialed by the board will be affected by this 
administrative regulation. As of February 1, 2021 there were 513 licensed clinical alcohol and drug 
counselors, 21 licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associates, 458 certified alcohol and 
drug counselors, 930 temporary certified alcohol and drug counselors, 95 temporary registered 
alcohol and drug peer support specialists, and 15 registered alcohol and drug peer support 
specialists. 
 
(4)         Provide an analysis of how the entities identified in the previous question will be impacted 
by either the implementation of this administrative regulation, if new, or by the change, if it is an 
amendment, including:   
 
(a)         List the actions each of the regulated entities have to take to comply with this regulation 
or amendment: A credential holder will be required to comply with the education requirement. 
 
(b)         In complying with this administrative regulation or amendment, how much will it cost 
each of the entities: There are no new cost associated to the amendment related to the amendment 
of this administrative regulation. 
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(c)         As a result of compliance, what benefits will accrue to the entities: The credential holders 
will know the education requirements expected of them by the board. 
 
(5)         Provide an estimate of how much it will cost the administrative body to implement this 
administrative regulation:   
 
(a)         Initially: Initially, there is no additional cost to the administrative body to implement this 
administrative regulation. 
 
(b)         On a continuing basis: On a continuing basis, there is no additional cost to the 
administrative body to implement this administrative regulation. 
 
(6)         What is the source of the funding to be used for the implementation and enforcement of 
this administrative regulation: The board’s operations are funded by fees paid by credential holders 
and applicants. 
 
(7)         Provide an assessment of whether an increase in fees or funding will be necessary to 
implement this administrative regulation, if new, or by the change if it is an amendment: There are 
no increases in fees or funding is required to implement this administrative regulation. 
 
(8)         State whether or not this administrative regulation established any fees or directly or 
indirectly increased any fees: There are no new fees or fee increases associated with the 
amendments. 
 
(9)         TIERING: Is tiering applied? Explain why or why not. Tiering was not applied as the 
regulation is applicable to all credential holders. This regulation does not distinguish between 
similarly situated individuals on the basis of any factor. 
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FISCAL NOTE ON STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Regulation: 201 KAR 35:050E 
Contact Person: Kevin R. Winstead 
Phone: +1 (502) 782-0562 
Email: KevinR.Winstead@ky.gov 
 
(1)         What units, parts or divisions of state or local government (including cities, counties, fire 
departments, or school districts) will be impacted by this administrative regulation?  The Kentucky 
Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors. 
 
(2)         Identify each state or federal statute or federal regulation that requires or authorizes the 
action taken by the administrative regulation. KRS 309.0813(1), (5), and (6), 309.083, 309.0831, 
309.0832, 309.0833, 309.0841, 309.0842. 
 
(3)         Estimate the effect of this administrative regulation on the expenditures and revenues of 
a state or local government agency (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) 
for the first full year the administrative regulation is to be in effect. If specific dollar estimates 
cannot be determined, provide a brief narrative to explain the fiscal impact of the administrative 
regulation.   
 
(a)         How much revenue will this administrative regulation generate for the state or local 
government (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) for the first 
year?   This regulation will not generate revenue for state or local government. 
 
(b)         How much revenue will this administrative regulation generate for the state or local 
government (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) for subsequent 
years?   This regulation will not generate revenue for state or local government. 
 
(c)         How much will it cost to administer this program for the first year?   There will be no 
additional cost to administer this program. 
 
(d)         How much will it cost to administer this program for subsequent years?   There will be no 
additional cost to administer this program. 
 
Note: If specific dollar estimates cannot be determined, provide a brief narrative to explain the 
fiscal impact of the administrative regulation. 
 
(4)         Revenues (+/-):   Neutral 
 
(5)         Expenditures (+/-):   Neutral 
 
(6)         Other Explanation:   None 
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SUMMARY OF MATERIAL INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 
 
“KBADC Form 5, Peer Support Specialist Alcohol/Drug Training Verification Form”, 

March 2021 is a three (3) page form for peer support specialist to document their training.  
 “KBADC Form 10, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor Verification of Classroom 

Training”, March 2021 is a four (4) page form for certified alcohol and drug counselors to 
document their classroom training.  

“KBADC Form 11, Verification of Classroom Training”, March 2021 is a four (4) page 
form for licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors or licensed clinical alcohol and drug 
counselor associates to document their classroom training. 

“KBADC Form 20, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate I, Verification of 
Board-Approved Training”, March 2021 is a new three (3) page form for those certified as a 
certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I to document their board-approved training.  

“KBADC Form 21, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate I, Verification of 
Board-Approved Training for First Twelve (12) Months After Initial Certification as Associate I”, 
March 2021 is a new three (3) page form for those certified as a certified alcohol and drug 
counselor associate I to document their board-approved training for the first twelve (12) months 
after initial licensure. 

“KBADC Form 22, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor Associate II Verification of 
Board-Approved Curriculum”, March 2021 is a new three (3) page form for those certified as a 
certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II to document completion of their board-approved 
curriculum.  
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SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO MATERIAL INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 

“KBADC Form 5, Peer Support Specialist Alcohol/Drug Training Verification Form”, 
March 2021 is a three (3) page form for peer support specialist to document their training. The 
amendment to this form makes the following changes: (1) updates the board’s address; (2) requires 
that applicants completed forty (40) classroom hours; (3) deletes sixty (60) classroom hours;   

 “KBADC Form 10, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor Verification of Classroom 
Training”, March 2021 is a four (4) page form for certified alcohol and drug counselors to 
document their classroom training. The amendment to this form makes the following changes: (1) 
updates the board’s address; (2) updates amended regulations subsection number; (3) deletes 
requirement for 270 classroom hours; (4) deletes twelve (12) competencies; (5) replaces twelve 
(12) competencies with four (4) domains; and (6) adds requirement that statement is certified under 
penalty of perjury. 

“KBADC Form 11, Verification of Classroom Training”, March 2021 is a four (4) page 
form for licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors or licensed clinical alcohol and drug 
counselor associates to document their classroom training. The amendment to this form makes the 
following changes: (1) updates the board’s address; (2) updates amended regulations subsection 
number; (3) deletes twelve (12) competencies; (4) replaces twelve (12) competencies with four (4) 
domains; and (5) adds requirement that statement is certified under penalty of perjury. 

“KBADC Form 20, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate I, Verification of 
Board-Approved Training”, March 2021 is a new form.  

“KBADC Form 21, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor  Associate I, Verification of 
Board-Approved Training for First Twelve (12) Months After Initial Certification as Associate I”, 
March 2021 is a new form. 

“KBADC Form 22, Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor Associate II Verification of 
Board-Approved Curriculum”, March 2021 is a new form. 
 
 

 





































309.080   Definitions for KRS 309.080 to 309.089.  (Effective March 1, 2021) 

As used in KRS 309.080 to 309.089, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) "Board" means the Kentucky Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors; 

(2) "Certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I" means a person certified by the 

board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0841; 

(3) "Certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II" means a person certified by the 

board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0842; 

(4) "Certified alcohol and drug counselor" means a person certified by the board who 

meets the requirements in KRS 309.083; 

(5) "Certificate holder" means an alcohol and drug counselor who is certified pursuant 

to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 

(6) "Licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor" means a person licensed by the 

board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0832; 

(7) "Licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate" means a person licensed by 

the board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0833; 

(8) "Licensee" means a clinical alcohol and drug counselor who is licensed pursuant to 

KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 

(9) "Practice of alcohol and drug counseling": 

(a) Means the assessment and counseling of an individual, family, or group 

dealing with an alcohol or drug problem or addiction; and 

(b) Does not include the diagnosis or treatment of a mental health condition, or 

the administration or interpretation of psychological tests; 

(10) "Registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist" means a person registered by 

the board who meets the requirements in KRS 309.0831; and 

(11) "Registrant" means an alcohol and drug peer support specialist who is registered 

pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 4, effective March 1, 2021. -- Amended 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 1, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 

96, sec. 1, effective July 15, 1996. 



309.0805   Use of titles restricted to individuals who are licensed, certified, or 

registered with the board -- Construction.    (Effective March 1, 2021) 

(1) No person shall use the title "licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor," 

"licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate," "certified alcohol and drug 

counselor," "certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II," "certified alcohol 

and drug counselor associate I," or "registered alcohol and drug peer support 

specialist," or hold himself or herself out as a "licensed clinical alcohol and drug 

counselor," "licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate," "certified 

alcohol and drug counselor," or "registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist" 

unless he or she is licensed, certified, or registered pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 

309.089. 

(2) Nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall apply to persons licensed, certified, or 

registered under any other provision of the Kentucky Revised Statutes, including 

but not limited to physicians, social workers, psychologists, marriage and family 

therapists, art therapists, nurses, or students in accredited training programs in those 

professions, and nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall be construed to limit, 

interfere with, or restrict the practice, descriptions of services, or manner in which 

they hold themselves out to the public. 

(3) Nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall be construed to alter, amend, or interfere 

with the practice of those who render counseling services, including but not limited 

to employment counseling, job placement counseling, vocational rehabilitation 

counseling, pastoral counseling based on any tenet of one's religious beliefs, or 

school counseling. 

(4) Nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall apply to the activities and services of a 

student intern or trainee who is pursuing a program of studies in alcohol and drug 

counseling at an accredited institution of higher education, if these activities are 

performed under the supervision or direction of an approved supervisor and the 

activities are part of the supervised program of studies. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 5, effective March 1, 2021. -- Amended 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 2, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 

96, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1996. 



309.081   Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors.   

(1) There is hereby created the Kentucky Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors 

consisting of seven (7) members who shall be appointed by the Governor. One (1) 

member shall be a citizen at large who is not associated with or financially 

interested in the practice or business of alcohol and drug counseling, and the six (6) 

remaining members shall be licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors or 

certified alcohol and drug counselors, pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089. The 

board shall elect a chairperson each year at the first meeting called after the 

appointment of new members. 

(2) Each member of the board shall serve for a term of four (4) years with a maximum 

of two (2) full consecutive terms. 

(3) Each counselor member appointed to the board shall be a licensed clinical alcohol 

and drug counselor or certified alcohol and drug counselor and shall be actively 

engaged in the practice or teaching of alcohol and drug counseling in Kentucky. 

(4) All reappointments to and vacancies on the board shall be filled by the Governor 

from a list of three (3) names for each position that shall be submitted by the 

Kentucky Association of Addiction Professionals. The list shall consist of the three 

(3) nominees receiving the most votes in an election for each position to be filled. 

The election shall be administered by the Kentucky Association of Addiction 

Professionals, and nominations may be submitted by any interested party. The 

nominees shall be selected by all alcohol and drug counselors licensed or certified 

under KRS 309.080 to 309.089. Vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of an 

unexpired term in the same manner as set out in this subsection. 

(5) The citizen-at-large member shall be disqualified from serving on the board if: 

(a) The member, a person who is a part of the member's household, or the 

member's relative becomes associated with or financially interested in the 

business of alcohol and drug counseling, or participates or has participated in 

a professional field related to alcohol and drug counseling; or 

(b) The member, a person who is a part of the member's household, or the 

member's relative becomes, or is in training to become, a licensed clinical 

alcohol and drug counselor or certified alcohol and drug counselor. 

(6) A counselor member of the board shall be disqualified from serving on the board if: 

(a) He or she violates the code of professional ethics or standards of practice 

established pursuant to KRS 309.0813; or 

(b) He or she ceases to be a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor or 

certified alcohol and drug counselor in Kentucky. 

(7) Board members shall be reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses they 

incur because of their board duties. 

Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Amended 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 3, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 

1996 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 3, effective July 15, 1996. 



309.0813   Duties of board -- Administrative regulations -- Fees.    (Effective March 

1, 2021) 

The board shall: 

(1) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A for the 

administration and enforcement of KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 

(2) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A establishing a 

code of ethics, standards of practice, and continuing education for licensed clinical 

alcohol and drug counselors, licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor 

associates, certified alcohol and drug counselors, certified alcohol and drug 

counselor associates II, certified alcohol and drug counselor associates I, and 

registered alcohol and drug peer support specialists; 

(3) Approve and disapprove, at least once every other month, those persons who shall 

be licensed, certified, or registered under KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 

(4) Approve the examination required of applicants for licensure or certification as 

alcohol and drug counselors and applicants for registration as alcohol and drug peer 

support specialists, and promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS 

Chapter 13A for the administration and grading of the examination; 

(5) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to define the 

process to register with the board as a registered alcohol and drug peer support 

specialist, certified alcohol and drug counselor, licensed clinical alcohol and drug 

counselor associate, or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor; 

(6) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A establishing 

grounds and procedures for denying, suspending, failing to reissue, or revoking a 

license, certificate, or registration, and issuing reprimands and admonishments 

pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 

(7) Hold a hearing pursuant to KRS Chapter 13B upon the request of an aggrieved 

licensee, licensee associate, certificate holder, or registrant, or an applicant for a 

license, certificate, or registration; 

(8) Employ needed personnel and establish their duties and compensation; 

(9) Maintain a register of licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors, licensed 

clinical alcohol and drug counselor associates, certified alcohol and drug 

counselors, and registered alcohol and drug peer support specialists; 

(10) Keep a complete record of the board's proceedings; 

(11) Investigate suspected or alleged violations of KRS 309.080 to 309.089 and the 

administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 

(12) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A establishing 

an initial licensure fee, certification fee, registration fee, and annual renewal fees 

not to exceed three hundred dollars ($300) each; 

(13) Take legal action as necessary to restrain or enjoin violations of KRS 309.080 to 

309.089 and the administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS 309.080 

to 309.089; 

(14) Submit an annual report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission 



by January 1 of each year, which lists all hearings conducted by the board and the 

decisions rendered; and 

(15) Collect and deposit all fees, fines, and other moneys owed to the board into the 

State Treasury to the credit of the revolving fund established in KRS 309.082. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 6, effective March 1, 2021. -- Amended 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 4, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 

96, sec. 4, effective July 15, 1996. 

Legislative Research Commission Note (6/24/2015). Under the authority of KRS 

7.136(1)(h), during codification of 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 4 (this statute), the 

Reviser of Statutes has corrected a reference in subsection (15) to "Section 15 of this 

Act" to read instead "Section 16 of this Act" since the text of subsection (15) is 

referring to a revolving fund established in Section 16 of that Act, not Section 15. As 

codified, Section 16 became KRS 309.082. 



309.0814   Administrative regulations regarding supervisors of record.   

(1) The board shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS 

Chapter 13A to define the process to register with the board as a supervisor of 

record, including required supervisory training. 

(2) A registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist shall only practice as an 

employee of a licensed facility or under the board-approved supervision of a 

certified alcohol and drug counselor or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor. 

Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Created 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 9, effective June 24, 2015. 



309.082   Revolving fund for implementation of KRS 309.080 to 309.089.   

(1) All license, certificate, and registration fees, charges, and fines, and other moneys 

collected by the board under KRS 309.080 to 309.089 and the administrative 

regulations of the board, shall be deposited into the State Treasury and credited to a 

revolving fund to be used by the board in carrying out KRS 309.080 to 309.089, and 

are hereby appropriated for those purposes. 

(2) Notwithstanding KRS 45.229, any moneys remaining in the fund at the close of the 

fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward into the succeeding fiscal 

year. Any interest earnings of the fund shall become part of the fund and shall not 

lapse. 

Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Created 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 16, effective June 24, 2015. 



309.083   Requirements for certification as alcohol and drug counselors.    (Effective 

March 1, 2021) 

An applicant for certification as an alcohol and drug counselor shall pay the board the 

initial fee for certification, and shall: 

(1) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 

(2) Have obtained a baccalaureate degree, unless the applicant is certified by the board 

as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II; 

(3) Have completed the minimum work experience and supervision requirements for 

alcohol and drug counselors by the International Certification and Reciprocity 

Consortium with supervised hours being under the direct supervision of: 

(a) A certified alcohol and drug counselor who has at least two (2) years of post-

certification experience and has attended the board-sponsored supervision 

training; or 

(b) A licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor who has at least twelve (12) 

months of post-licensure experience or has attended the board-sponsored 

supervision training; 

(4) Meet all minimum supervision, education, and training requirements of the 

International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium for the Alcohol and Drug 

Counselor (ADC); 

(5) Have passed a written examination for alcohol and drug counselors that has been 

approved by the International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium; 

(6) Have signed an agreement to abide by the standards of practice and code of ethics 

approved by the board; 

(7) Have completed at least six (6) hours of ethics training; three (3) hours of domestic 

violence training; and two (2) hours of training in the transmission, control, 

treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus; 

(8) Have submitted two (2) letters of reference from certified or licensed clinical 

alcohol and drug counselors; 

(9) Live or work at least a majority of the time in Kentucky; and 

(10) Have complied with the requirements for the training program in suicide 

assessment, treatment, and management in KRS 210.366 and any administrative 

regulations promulgated thereunder. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 7, effective March 1, 2021. -- Amended 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 6, effective June 24, 2015. -- Amended 2003 Ky. Acts ch. 

36, sec. 1, effective June 24, 2003. -- Created 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 5, effective 

July 15, 1996. 



309.0831   Requirements for registration as an alcohol and drug peer support 

specialist.    (Effective March 1, 2021) 

An applicant for registration as an alcohol and drug peer support specialist shall pay the 

board an initial fee for registration, and shall: 

(1) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 

(2) Have obtained a high school diploma or equivalent; 

(3) Have completed five hundred (500) hours of board-approved experience working 

with persons having a substance use disorder, twenty-five (25) hours of which shall 

have been under the direct supervision of: 

(a) A certified alcohol and drug counselor who has at least two (2) years post-

certification experience and has attended the board-sponsored supervision 

training; or 

(b) A licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor who has at least twelve (12) 

months of post-licensure experience or has attended the board-sponsored 

supervision training; 

(4) Have completed at least forty (40) classroom hours of board-approved curriculum; 

(5) Have passed a written examination that has been approved by the board; 

(6) Have signed an agreement to abide by the standards of practice and code of ethics 

approved by the board; 

(7) Attest to being in recovery for a minimum of one (1) year from a substance-related 

disorder; 

(8) Have completed at least sixteen (16) hours of ethics training; three (3) hours of 

domestic violence training; two (2) hours of training in the transmission, control, 

treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus; ten (10) hours of 

advocacy training; ten (10) hours of training in mentoring and education; and ten 

(10) hours of training in recovery support; 

(9) Have submitted two (2) letters of reference from certified alcohol and drug 

counselors or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors; 

(10) Live or work at least a majority of the time in Kentucky; and 

(11) Have complied with the requirements for the training program in suicide 

assessment, treatment, and management in KRS 210.366 and any administrative 

regulations promulgated thereunder. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 8, effective March 1, 2021. -- Created 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 5, effective June 24, 2015. 



309.0832   Requirements for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug 

counselor.    (Effective March 1, 2021) 

An applicant for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor shall pay the 

board the initial fee for licensure, and shall: 

(1) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 

(2) Have obtained from a regionally accredited college or university or a college or 

university accredited by an agency recognized by the United States Department of 

Education: 

(a) A sixty (60) hour master's degree in a behavioral science with clinical 

application; 

(b) A thirty (30) hour advanced placement master's degree in a behavioral science 

with clinical application; or 

(c) A doctoral degree in a behavioral science with clinical application; 

(3) Meet all education and supervision requirements of the International Certification 

and Reciprocity Consortium for the Advanced Alcohol and Drug Counselor 

(AADC); 

(4) Have completed at least one hundred eighty (180) classroom hours of alcohol and 

drug counselor specific board-approved curriculum; 

(5) Have passed a written examination as specified by the board in administrative 

regulation; 

(6) Have signed an agreement to abide by the standards of practice and code of ethics 

approved by the board; 

(7) Have completed at least six (6) hours of ethics training; three (3) hours of domestic 

violence training; and two (2) hours training in the transmission, control, treatment, 

and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus, in addition to the educational 

requirements in subsection (2) of this section; 

(8) Have submitted two (2) letters of reference from certified alcohol and drug 

counselors or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors; 

(9) Live or work at least a majority of the time in Kentucky; 

(10) Have complied with the requirements for the training program in suicide 

assessment, treatment, and management in KRS 210.366 and any administrative 

regulations promulgated thereunder; and 

(11) Have completed two thousand (2,000) hours of board-approved experience working 

with persons having a substance use disorder, three hundred (300) hours of which 

shall have been under the direct supervision of a licensed clinical alcohol and drug 

counselor. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 9, effective March 1, 2021. -- Created 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 7, effective June 24, 2015. 



309.0833   Requirements for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug 

counselor associate.    (Effective March 1, 2021) 

(1) An applicant for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor 

associate shall: 

(a) Pay the board the initial fee for licensure; 

(b) Complete the requirements under KRS 309.0832(1) to (10); and 

(c) Obtain a board-approved supervisor of record. 

(2) Upon completion of the hours of board-approved experience specified in KRS 

309.0832(11), a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate may apply to 

the board for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 10, effective March 1, 2021. -- Created 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 8, effective June 24, 2015. 



309.084   Certification of applicants -- Administrative regulations.   

(1) The board shall license, certify, or register, as appropriate, any applicant who meets 

all of the requirements for licensure, certification, or registration set out in KRS 

309.083, 309.0831, and 309.0832 and subsection (2) of this section, pays the fees 

established by the board, and is not disqualified pursuant to KRS 309.086. 

(2) (a) The board shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing a limited 

period of time, not less than ninety (90) days nor more than one (1) year, 

during which licensure may be extended to persons not meeting all the 

provisions of KRS 309.0832 if: 

1. The person is a certified alcohol and drug counselor in Kentucky prior to 

June 24, 2015; and 

2. The applicant has a master's degree or a doctoral degree in a behavioral 

science with clinical application from a regionally accredited college or 

university or a college or university accredited by an agency recognized 

by the United States Department of Education. 

(b) After the expiration of the time period established by the board in 

administrative regulation under paragraph (a) of this subsection, the applicant 

for licensure shall meet the qualifications established in KRS 309.0832 or 

309.0833. 

(c) Applicants granted licensure under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be 

granted authority to provide clinical supervision, as specified in regulations 

promulgated in accordance with KRS 309.0814(1), without delay to alcohol 

and drug counselors currently holding certification or licensure and those 

seeking certification or licensure. 

.Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Amended 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 10, effective June 24, 2015. -- Amended 

2003 Ky. Acts ch. 36, sec. 2, effective June 24, 2003. -- Created 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 

96, sec. 6, effective July 15, 1996. 



309.0841   Requirements for certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor 

associate I.  (Effective March 1, 2021) 

(1) An applicant for certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I 

shall pay the board the initial fee for certification, and shall: 

(a) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 

(b) Have obtained a high school diploma or high school equivalency diploma; 

(c) Have completed forty (40) classroom hours of board-approved curriculum, 

twenty (20) hours of which shall have been obtained in the previous two (2) 

years, that includes: 

1. Screening assessment and engagement; 

2. Treatment planning, collaboration, and referral; 

3. Counseling; and 

4. Professional and ethical responsibilities; 

(d) Be under the ongoing supervision of a board-approved supervisor for no less 

than two (2) hours, two (2) times a month in the practice of drug and alcohol 

counseling; and 

(e) Submit a signed statement agreeing to practice by the code of ethical standards 

adopted by the board. 

(2) During the first twelve (12) months after an initial certificate has been issued, a 

certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I shall complete at least thirty (30) 

additional classroom hours of board-approved curriculum as specified in subsection 

(1)(c)1. to 4. of this section. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Created 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 2, effective March 1, 2021. 



309.0842   Requirements for certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor 

associate II.  (Effective March 1, 2021) 

An applicant for certification as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II shall 

pay the board the initial fee for certification, and shall: 

(1) Be certified by the board as a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I for a 

period of at least eight (8) months; 

(2) Have four hundred (400) hours of documented chemical dependency counseling-

related compensated work or supervised internship experience of which a minimum 

of eighty (80) hours shall be in chemical dependency counseling and all of which 

shall have been under the direct supervision of: 

(a) A certified alcohol and drug counselor who has at least two (2) years of post-

certification experience and has attended the board-sponsored supervision 

training; or 

(b) A licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor who has at least twelve (12) 

months of post-licensure experience or has attended the board-sponsored 

supervision training; and 

(3) Have seventy (70) hours of approved classroom hours of board-approved 

curriculum of which twenty (20) hours shall have been obtained in the previous two 

(2) years and shall be in addition to the classroom hours required in KRS 309.0841 

for a certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Created 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 3, effective March 1, 2021. 



309.085   Renewal of licenses, certificates, and registrations -- Cancellation and 

reinstatement.   

(1) A license, certificate, or registration issued pursuant to KRS 309.084 shall be 

renewed every three (3) years upon: 

(a) Payment of the renewal fee as established pursuant to KRS 309.0813; and 

(b) Completion of continuing education requirements, as established by the board 

by promulgation of an administrative regulation, not to exceed sixty (60) 

hours per renewal period. 

(2) The board shall cancel any license, certificate, or registration not renewed within 

ninety (90) days after the renewal date; however, the board may reinstate the 

license, certificate, or registration upon its holder paying the renewal fee and 

satisfying the other reinstatement requirements as established by the board by 

administrative regulation within one (1) year of the anniversary date of issue of 

renewal. 

Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Amended 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 12, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 

1996 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 7, effective July 15, 1996. 



309.086    Revocation,  suspension,  probation,  or  restriction  of  license,
certificate, or registration -- Hearings -- Appeals.

(1) The  board  may  revoke,  suspend,  place  on  probation,  or  restrict  the  license,
certificate, or registration of a licensee, certificate holder, or registrant; refuse to
issue or renew a license, certificate, or registration; and reprimand, admonish,
or fine a licensee, certificate holder, or registrant for the following:
(a) Fraud or deceit in obtaining licensure, certification, or registration;
(b) Transferring  the  authority  granted  by  the  license,  certificate,  or

registration to another person;
(c) Using unfair, false, misleading, or deceptive trade practices;
(d) Willfully or deliberately disregarding professional standards of practice or

violating the code of ethics;
(e) Aiding  and  abetting  a  person  who  obtains  a  license,  certificate,  or

registration fraudulently;
(f) Conspiring  or  combining  with  others  to  obtain  a  license,  certificate,  or

registration  to  be  used  by  an  unlicensed,  uncertified,  or  unregistered
person with the intent to evade the provisions of KRS 309.080 to 309.089
and administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to those sections;

(g) Negligence  or  incompetence  in  complying  with  the  applicable  code  of
ethics  and  standards  of  practice  or  failure  to  comply  with  continuing
education requirements;

(h) Violating  KRS  309.080  to  309.089  and  administrative  regulations
promulgated pursuant to those sections; or

(i) Being  convicted  of  any  crime  as  defined  in  KRS  335B.010  in  which  an
element  of  the  crime  is  dishonesty  or  fraud,  within  the  past  three  (3)
years, if in accordance with KRS Chapter 335B.

(2) The  board  shall,  upon  the  request  of  a  licensed  clinical  alcohol  and  drug
counselor, certified alcohol and drug counselor, or registered alcohol and drug
peer  support  specialist,  or  an  applicant  for  licensure,  certification,  or
registration,  hold  a  hearing  pursuant  to  KRS Chapter  13B  before  denying  an
application; refusing to renew a license, certificate, or registration; suspending
a license, certificate, or registration; or imposing a fine. The affected party may
appeal the board's decision in the Circuit Court where the licensee, certificate
holder,  or  registrant  resides.  The  action  of  the  board  shall  remain  in  effect
pending any appeals unless the board rescinds or modifies its order.

Effective:June 29, 2017
History: Amended  2017  Ky.  Acts  ch.  158,  sec.  41,  effective  June  29,  2017.  --

Amended  2015  Ky.  Acts  ch.  29,  sec.  13,  effective  June  24,  2015.  --  Created
1996 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 8, effective July 15, 1996.



309.087 Application for reinstatement of revoked license, certificate, or 

registration.  

A person whose license, certificate, or registration has been revoked may apply for 

reinstatement, no earlier than one (1) year from the date of revocation, in accordance with 

administrative regulations promulgated by the board. 

Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Amended 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 14, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 

1996 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 9, effective July 15, 1996. 



309.088   Reciprocity for licensure, certification, and registration.    (Effective 

March 1, 2021) 

(1) The board may permit an out-of-state licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor, 

certified alcohol and drug counselor, certified alcohol and drug counselor associate 

II, certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I, or alcohol and drug peer support 

specialist to obtain a license, certificate, or registration by reciprocity if: 

(a) The out-of-state licensee, certificate holder, or registrant possesses a valid 

license, certificate, or registration from another jurisdiction that grants the 

same privileges to persons licensed, certified, or registered by this state as 

Kentucky grants to persons licensed, certified, or registered by the other 

jurisdiction; 

(b) The requirements for licensure, certification, or registration are substantially 

similar to the requirements in KRS 309.080 to 309.089; and 

(c) The out-of-state licensee, certificate holder, or registrant seeking licensure, 

certification, or registration states that he or she has studied, is familiar with, 

and shall abide by KRS 309.080 to 309.089 and the administrative regulations 

promulgated thereunder. 

(2) If the requirements for licensure, certification, or registration under KRS 309.080 to 

309.089 are more restrictive than the standards of the other jurisdiction, then the 

out-of-state licensee, certificate holder, or registrant shall comply with the 

additional requirements in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 to obtain a reciprocal license, 

certificate, or registration. 

Effective: March 1, 2021 

History: Amended 2020 Ky. Acts ch. 99, sec. 11, effective March 1, 2021. -- Created 

2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 11, effective June 24, 2015. 



309.089   Additional penalties for licensees, certificate holders, or registrants.   

In addition to the sanctions set out in KRS 309.086, the board may impose the following 

sanctions on licensees, certificate holders, or registrants who violate the provisions of 

KRS 309.080 to 309.089 or administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to those 

sections: 

(1) Suspend a license, certificate, or registration for a period of up to five (5) years; and 

(2) Impose a fine of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

Effective: June 24, 2015 

History: Amended 2015 Ky. Acts ch. 29, sec. 15, effective June 24, 2015. -- Created 

1996 Ky. Acts ch. 96, sec. 10, effective July 15, 1996. 
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AN ACT relating to alcohol and drug counselors and declaring an emergency. 1 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 2 

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 309.080 TO 309.089 IS CREATED 3 

TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 4 

(1) An applicant for certification as a certified clinical supervisor shall pay the board 5 

the initial fee for certification, and shall: 6 

(a) Hold and maintain an alcohol and drug counselor license, clinical alcohol 7 

and drug counselor license, or alcohol and drug counselor certification at 8 

the International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium reciprocal level; 9 

(b) Meet all education, continuing education, work experience, and supervision 10 

requirements of the International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium 11 

for the Clinical Supervisor; 12 

(c) Have passed a written examination that has been approved by the 13 

International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium; and 14 

(d) Have signed an agreement to abide by the standards of practice and code of 15 

ethics approved by the board. 16 

(2) The board shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing a time limit 17 

of not less than ninety (90) days or more than one (1) year by which a person who 18 

was approved by the board as a supervisor prior to the effective date of this Act is 19 

required to meet the requirements for a certified clinical supervisor in subsection 20 

(1) of this section. 21 

(3) A certified clinical supervisor may supervise registered alcohol and drug peer 22 

support specialists, licensed alcohol and drug counselors, licensed clinical 23 

alcohol and drug counselors, certified alcohol and drug counselors, and persons 24 

who are seeking registration or certification. 25 

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 309.080 TO 309.089 IS CREATED 26 

TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 27 
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An applicant for licensure as a licensed alcohol and drug counselor shall pay the 1 

board the initial fee for licensure, and shall: 2 

(1) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 3 

(2) Have obtained from a regionally accredited college or university, or a college or 4 

university accredited by an agency recognized by the United States Department of 5 

Education, a thirty (30) hour master's degree in a human services field with 6 

clinical application; 7 

(3) Meet all education, work experience, and supervision requirements of the 8 

International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium for the Alcohol and Drug 9 

Counselor, with the required supervision hours being under the direct 10 

supervision of: 11 

(a) A licensed alcohol and drug counselor who has at least two (2) years of 12 

post-licensure experience and has attended the board-sponsored supervision 13 

training; or 14 

(b) A licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor who has at least twelve (12) 15 

months of post-licensure experience or who has attended the board-16 

sponsored supervision training; 17 

(4) Have passed a written examination that has been approved by the International 18 

Certification and Reciprocity Consortium; 19 

(5) Have signed an agreement to abide by the standards of practice and code of ethics 20 

approved by the board; 21 

(6) Have completed at least six (6) hours of ethics training; three (3) hours of 22 

domestic violence training; and two (2) hours training in the transmission, 23 

control, treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus, in 24 

addition to the educational requirements in subsection (2) of this section; 25 

(7) Have submitted two (2) letters of reference from certified alcohol and drug 26 

counselors, licensed alcohol and drug counselors, or licensed clinical alcohol and 27 
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drug counselors; 1 

(8) Live or work at least a majority of the time in Kentucky; and 2 

(9) Have complied with the requirements for the training program in suicide 3 

assessment, treatment, and management in KRS 210.366 and any administrative 4 

regulations promulgated thereunder. 5 

Section 3.   KRS 309.080 (Effective March 1, 2021) is amended to read as 6 

follows: 7 

As used in KRS 309.080 to 309.089, unless the context otherwise requires: 8 

(1) "Board" means the Kentucky Board of Alcohol and Drug Counselors; 9 

(2) "Certified alcohol and drug counselor associate I" means a person certified by the 10 

board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0841; 11 

(3) "Certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II" means a person certified by the 12 

board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0842; 13 

(4) "Certified alcohol and drug counselor" means a person certified by the board who 14 

meets the requirements in KRS 309.083; 15 

(5) "Certified clinical supervisor" means a person certified by the board who meets 16 

the requirements of Section 1 of this Act; 17 

(6) "Certificate holder" means an alcohol and drug counselor who is certified pursuant 18 

to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 19 

(7)[(6)] "Licensed alcohol and drug counselor" means a person licensed by the 20 

board who meets the requirements of Section 2 of this Act; 21 

(8) "Licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor" means a person licensed by the 22 

board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0832; 23 

(9)[(7)] "Licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate" means a person 24 

licensed by the board who meets the requirements of KRS 309.0833; 25 

(10)[(8)] "Licensee" means a clinical alcohol and drug counselor who is licensed 26 

pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 27 
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(11)[(9)] "Practice of alcohol and drug counseling": 1 

(a) Means the assessment and counseling of an individual, family, or group 2 

dealing with an alcohol or drug problem or addiction; and 3 

(b) Does not include the diagnosis or treatment of a mental health condition, or 4 

the administration or interpretation of psychological tests; 5 

(12)[(10)] "Registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist" means a person 6 

registered by the board who meets the requirements in KRS 309.0831; and 7 

(13)[(11)] "Registrant" means an alcohol and drug peer support specialist who is 8 

registered pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089. 9 

Section 4.   KRS 309.0805 (Effective March 1, 2021) is amended to read as 10 

follows: 11 

(1) No person shall use the title "certified clinical supervisor," "licensed alcohol and 12 

drug counselor," "licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor," "licensed clinical 13 

alcohol and drug counselor associate," "certified alcohol and drug counselor," 14 

"certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II," "certified alcohol and drug 15 

counselor associate I," or "registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist," or 16 

hold himself or herself out as a "licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor," 17 

"licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate," "certified alcohol and drug 18 

counselor," or "registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist" unless he or she 19 

is licensed, certified, or registered pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089. 20 

(2) Nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall apply to persons licensed, certified, or 21 

registered under any other provision of the Kentucky Revised Statutes, including 22 

but not limited to physicians, social workers, psychologists, marriage and family 23 

therapists, art therapists, nurses, or students in accredited training programs in those 24 

professions, and nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall be construed to limit, 25 

interfere with, or restrict the practice, descriptions of services, or manner in which 26 

they hold themselves out to the public. 27 
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(3) Nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall be construed to alter, amend, or interfere 1 

with the practice of those who render counseling services, including but not limited 2 

to employment counseling, job placement counseling, vocational rehabilitation 3 

counseling, pastoral counseling based on any tenet of one's religious beliefs, or 4 

school counseling. 5 

(4) Nothing in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 shall apply to the activities and services of a 6 

student intern or trainee who is pursuing a program of studies in alcohol and drug 7 

counseling at an accredited institution of higher education, if these activities are 8 

performed under the supervision or direction of an approved supervisor and the 9 

activities are part of the supervised program of studies. 10 

Section 5.   KRS 309.0813 (Effective March 1, 2021) is amended to read as 11 

follows: 12 

The board shall: 13 

(1) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A for the 14 

administration and enforcement of KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 15 

(2) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A establishing a 16 

code of ethics, standards of practice, and continuing education for certified clinical 17 

supervisors, licensed alcohol and drug counselors, licensed clinical alcohol and 18 

drug counselors, licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associates, certified 19 

alcohol and drug counselors, certified alcohol and drug counselor associates II, 20 

certified alcohol and drug counselor associates I, and registered alcohol and drug 21 

peer support specialists; 22 

(3) Approve and disapprove, at least once every other month, those persons who shall 23 

be licensed, certified, or registered under KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 24 

(4) Approve the examination required of applicants for licensure or certification as 25 

certified clinical supervisors, alcohol and drug counselors and applicants for 26 

registration as alcohol and drug peer support specialists, and promulgate 27 
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administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A for the administration and 1 

grading of the examination; 2 

(5) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to define the 3 

process to register with the board as a certified clinical supervisor, licensed alcohol 4 

and drug counselor, registered alcohol and drug peer support specialist, certified 5 

alcohol and drug counselor, licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate, 6 

or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor; 7 

(6) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A establishing 8 

grounds and procedures for denying, suspending, failing to reissue, or revoking a 9 

license, certificate, or registration, and issuing reprimands and admonishments 10 

pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 11 

(7) Hold a hearing pursuant to KRS Chapter 13B upon the request of an aggrieved 12 

licensee, licensee associate, certificate holder, or registrant, or an applicant for a 13 

license, certificate, or registration; 14 

(8) Employ needed personnel and establish their duties and compensation; 15 

(9) Maintain a register of certified clinical supervisors, licensed alcohol and drug 16 

counselors, licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors, licensed clinical alcohol 17 

and drug counselor associates, certified alcohol and drug counselors, and registered 18 

alcohol and drug peer support specialists; 19 

(10) Keep a complete record of the board's proceedings; 20 

(11) Investigate suspected or alleged violations of KRS 309.080 to 309.089 and the 21 

administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS 309.080 to 309.089; 22 

(12) Promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A establishing 23 

an initial licensure fee, certification fee, registration fee, and annual renewal fees 24 

not to exceed three hundred dollars ($300) each; 25 

(13) Take legal action as necessary to restrain or enjoin violations of KRS 309.080 to 26 

309.089 and the administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS 309.080 27 
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to 309.089; 1 

(14) Submit an annual report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission 2 

by January 1 of each year, which lists all hearings conducted by the board and the 3 

decisions rendered; and 4 

(15) Collect and deposit all fees, fines, and other moneys owed to the board into the 5 

State Treasury to the credit of the revolving fund established in KRS 309.082. 6 

Section 6.   KRS 309.088 (Effective March 1, 2021) is amended to read as 7 

follows: 8 

(1) The board may permit an out-of-state certified clinical supervisor, licensed alcohol 9 

and drug counselor, licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor, certified alcohol 10 

and drug counselor, certified alcohol and drug counselor associate II, certified 11 

alcohol and drug counselor associate I, or alcohol and drug peer support specialist 12 

to obtain a license, certificate, or registration by reciprocity if: 13 

(a) The out-of-state licensee, certificate holder, or registrant possesses a valid 14 

license, certificate, or registration from another jurisdiction that grants the 15 

same privileges to persons licensed, certified, or registered by this state as 16 

Kentucky grants to persons licensed, certified, or registered by the other 17 

jurisdiction; 18 

(b) The requirements for licensure, certification, or registration are substantially 19 

similar to the requirements in KRS 309.080 to 309.089; and 20 

(c) The out-of-state licensee, certificate holder, or registrant seeking licensure, 21 

certification, or registration states that he or she has studied, is familiar with, 22 

and shall abide by KRS 309.080 to 309.089 and the administrative regulations 23 

promulgated thereunder. 24 

(2) If the requirements for licensure, certification, or registration under KRS 309.080 to 25 

309.089 are more restrictive than the standards of the other jurisdiction, then the 26 

out-of-state licensee, certificate holder, or registrant shall comply with the 27 
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additional requirements in KRS 309.080 to 309.089 to obtain a reciprocal license, 1 

certificate, or registration. 2 

Section 7.   KRS 309.0832 (Effective March 1, 2021) is amended to read as 3 

follows: 4 

An applicant for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor shall pay the 5 

board the initial fee for licensure, and shall: 6 

(1) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 7 

(2) Have obtained from a regionally accredited college or university or a college or 8 

university accredited by an agency recognized by the United States Department of 9 

Education: 10 

(a) A sixty (60) hour master's degree in a behavioral science with clinical 11 

application; 12 

(b) A thirty (30) hour advanced placement master's degree in a behavioral science 13 

with clinical application; or 14 

(c) A doctoral degree in a behavioral science with clinical application; 15 

(3) Meet all education and supervision requirements of the International Certification 16 

and Reciprocity Consortium for the Advanced Alcohol and Drug Counselor 17 

(AADC); 18 

(4) [Have completed at least one hundred eighty (180) classroom hours of alcohol and 19 

drug counselor specific board-approved curriculum; 20 

(5) ]Have passed a written examination as specified by the board in administrative 21 

regulation; 22 

(5)[(6)] Have signed an agreement to abide by the standards of practice and code of 23 

ethics approved by the board; 24 

(6)[(7)] Have completed at least six (6) hours of ethics training; three (3) hours of 25 

domestic violence training; and two (2) hours training in the transmission, control, 26 

treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus, in addition to the 27 
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educational requirements in subsection (2) of this section; 1 

(7)[(8)] Have submitted two (2) letters of reference from certified alcohol and drug 2 

counselors or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors; 3 

(8)[(9)] Live or work at least a majority of the time in Kentucky; 4 

 and 5 

(9)[(10)] Have complied with the requirements for the training program in suicide 6 

assessment, treatment, and management in KRS 210.366 and any administrative 7 

regulations promulgated thereunder[; and 8 

(11) Have completed two thousand (2,000) hours of board-approved experience working 9 

with persons having a substance use disorder, three hundred (300) hours of which 10 

shall have been under the direct supervision of a licensed clinical alcohol and drug 11 

counselor]. 12 

Section 8.   KRS 309.0833 (Effective March 1, 2021) is amended to read as 13 

follows: 14 

(1) An applicant for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor 15 

associate shall: 16 

(a) Pay the board the initial fee for licensure; 17 

(b) Complete the requirements under KRS 309.0832(1) to (9)[(10)]; and 18 

(c) Obtain a board-approved supervisor of record. 19 

(2) Upon completion of the hours of board-approved experience[ specified in KRS 20 

309.0832(11)], a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor associate may apply 21 

to the board for licensure as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor. 22 

Section 9.   Whereas there is a shortage of counselors who are qualified and 23 

available to treat individuals during the current substance use disorder crisis and it is of 24 

the utmost importance that all qualified counselors be able to provide treatment, an 25 

emergency is declared to exist and this Act takes effect March 1, 2021 if passed and 26 

approved by the Governor or upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its 27 
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otherwise becoming a law. 1 




